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CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 6560 
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SUBJECT: MNLF/ISLAMIC CONFERENCE/GOP NEGOTIATIONS 

REF: MANILA 6263 

AGAIN DEFENSE SECRETARY PONCE-ENRILE WENT OUT OF HIS WAY 
TO KEEP US ADVISED ON AT LEAST HIS THINKING REGARDING 
CURRENT STATE OF PLAY OF SUBJECT NEGOTIATIONS. AT THE 
AIRPORT APRIL 29 AWAITING THE RETURN OF PRESIDENT MARCOS 
FROM TOKYO, ENRILE INDICATED THAT NEGOTIATIONS HAVE REACHED 
AN IMPASSE ON TWO BASIC POINTS ON WHICH HE WILL RECOMMEND 
NO RETREAT TO MARCOS. THESE POINTS (PREVIOUSLY REPORTED) 

ARE: COMPOSITION OF THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT (WHICH GOP 
INSISTS SHOULD BE FOUR MNLF, THREE NON-MNLF AND FOUR OTHERS 
FOR A TRANSITION PERIOD TO BE DETERMINED BY MARCOS); 

AND ORGANIZATION OF THE AUTONOMOUS REGIME (WHICH GOP 
INSISTS SHOULD HAVE ONE LEGISLATURE FOR ALL THIRTEEN 
PROVINCES, BUT WITH A SEPARATE EXECUTIVE FOR THE TWO 
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REGIONS, AND WITH THE THREE OUTSIDE PROVINCES COMING 
DIRECTLY UNDER THE GOP). ENRILE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THERE 
WAS A POSSIBILITY THAT BOTH SIDES WOULD MEET WITH MARCOS 
LATER TONIGHT. 

ACCORDING TO ENRILE, IT IS MOST IMPORTANT FOR THE GOP TO 
ESTABLISH A RECORD THAT CAN BE DEFENDED BEFORE THE 
ISLAMIC CONFERENCE IN MID-MAY. HE SAID HE BELIEVES THE 
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GOP NOW HAS ACHIEVED SUCH A POSITION, ESSENTIALLY 
MEETING ALL REQUIREMENTS OF THE TRIPOLI AGREEMENT, AND 
ONE THAT WOULD BE PERSUASIVE BEFORE THE COURT OF WORLD 
OPINION. HE ADDED THAT THE GOP SHOULD NOT BE THE ONE 
TO BREAK OFF NEGOTIATIONS; RATHER THAT ONUS SHOULD BE ON 
THE LYBIANS IF IT COMES TO THAT. 

ENRILE ADMITTED TO BBEING FACINATED BY THE BRILLIANCE AND 
DEXTERITY OF LYBIAN NEGOTIATING TECHNIQUE. HE CLAIMED THAT 
CORDIAL PERSONAL RELATIONS WERE MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT 
WITH "NO ACRIMONY, NO HARSH OR EVEN LOUD WORDS". 

STULL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MOSLEMS, NEGOTIATIONS, MEETING REPORTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 29-Apr-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977MANILA06560 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 50-0633 
Format: TEL 
From: MANILA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1977045/aaaaadog.tel 

Line Count: 74 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: dadacba3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 MANILA 6263 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 19-Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2784232 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MNLF/ISLAMIC CONFERENCE/GOP NEGOTIATIONS 
TAGS: PFOR, PINS, LY, RP, XF, (ENRILE, JUAN PONCE) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/dadacba3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



